THE    ISLAND
nut of pandanus, which grows in great abundance
near the sea. For the benefit of distressed voyagers
we planted upwards of thirty young cocoa-nut trees,
not without a misgiving that these fierce crabs might
destroy them.
The native sailors who accompanied Captain Wil-
liams and myself filled several baskets with them,
intending to have a feast on board. The cook hap-
pening to be a surly fellow, the baskets were un-
opened. At nightfall, the crabs, disliking their con-
finement, forced their way out, and crawled all over
the ship. Some found their way below, and severely
bit the toes of the sleeping sailors; others marched
into the captain's cabin, compelling him to attack
the intruders. At the expense of an ebony ruler,
broken with repeated blows, he succeeded in ex-
pelling them. Next morning the men going aloft
met with several on their way to the masthead !
The Birgus latro hibernates about the beginning
of July, and emerges from its seclusion at the end
of October. Boring a deep hole in the earth, it
excavates a cavity about the size of an unhusked
cocoa-nut. When this is completed it carefully
closes up the passage by which it entered. Its hiding
place is easily detected by the loose soil thrown up.
Only a single crab is found in a hole. During the
period of hibernation it is in a quiescent state; some-
times it wakes up, and gnaws the roots which cross
its subterranean home. This is the period when it
gets rid of its old shell, and acquires a new and
larger one. At such times it is eagerly sought for
by the natives on account of its fatness. November
and December are the spawning months, after
which they are not worth eating. The robber-crab
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